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system without its virtues. I can conceive more readily
still a different state of affairs which, from the point oft
view of the Indian people, will be far more efficient and
beneficial than anything we have today. It is possible
that the coercive^arjparatus of the State may not be so
efficient, and the administrative apparatus not quite so
shiny, but there will be greater efficiency in production,
consumption, and the activities which go to raise the
physical, the spiritual, and cultural standards of the
masses. I believe that self-government is good for
any country. But I am not prepared to accept even
self-government at the cost of real good government. Self-
government if it is to justify itself must stand ultimately
for better government for the masses. It is because I
believe that the British Government in India, whatever
its claims in the past may have been, is incapable of
providing good government and rising standards for the
masses today, that I feel that it has outlived its utility,
such as it was, in India. The only real justification fbr
Indian freedom is the promise of better government, of a
higher standard for the masses, of industrial and cultural
growth, and of the removal of the atmosphere of fear and
suppression that foreign imperialist rule invariably brings
in its train. The British Government and the I.C.S.,
though they may be strong enough to impose their will on
India, are not efficient or competent enough to solve
India's problems of today, and even less of the future,
because their foundations and assumptions are all wrong
and they have lost touch with reality, A government or
ruling class which is not competent enough, or which
represents a passing order, cannot long continue even to
impose its will.

The Allahabad Earthquake Relief Committee deputed
me to visit the areas affected by the earthquake and to